How Humanism Affects Children
by Dr. Paul A. Kienel

Humanism has had an awesome corrosive impact on the basic morality of our country.
While America has more Christians than any other nation, the United States has become one
of the most immoral nations on earth. Humanism, like Satan himself, is subtle and is often
undetected by the unwary -- especially children and young people. This is why, in my view, it is
so wrong to send open-minded youngsters to public schools where they unknowingly absorb
the humanistic doctrine of secular humanist educators.

What is humanism? Please do not confuse humanism with humanitarianism. All of us
should be humanitarians -- showing Christ-like compassion for others. Humanism is the exact
opposite of humanitarianism. A humanist believes in himself (not God) and is more concerned
about his own self-preservation than he is about the needs of others Humanism is not new. It is
the ancient struggle of self-centeredness -- man’s will vs. God’s will.

Children are easy targets for humanistic indoctrination. Humanistic thought reaches
them from a wide variety of sources -- public school, all forms of news and entertainment
media, friends, much of our present day Sunday School materials, and sometimes even family
members. Humanism impacts youngsters and young people in varying degrees in the following
ways:

Disrespect for authority: Students in many secular schools are made to believe that
they are not accountable to God, parents, pastors, teachers or civil authorities. They are told,
“ .. anybody’s values are as good anybody else’s” and “whatever you choose will be right for
you because your chose it.” This, of course is the humanistic doctrine of situation ethics. The
destructive spin-off of situation ethics is awesome in its impact in many lives.

Decline in discipline at home and at school: When youngsters believe they are their
own authority they “do their own thing.” They ignore the leadership of teachers, preachers and
parents. This can result in increased resentment, confrontation, chaos and rebellion. The rapid
decline in discipline is the direct result of the rapid rise of humanistic teaching secular schools.

Decline in academics: When discipline goes down, learning goes down. Teachers
must have the attention of youngsters to impart learning. The “do your own thing” philosophy
has led to a steady academic decline of public education over the past fifty years.
Consequently, the United states is not longer the academic pacesetter of the world. It is
alarming to realize that the small emerging country of South Korea has a higher literacy level
than the United States!

Self-centeredness: The heart of humanism is the idea that man is supreme over God.
It is shocking to some to learn that John Dewey, the father of “progressive education” was an
atheist. He was the founder and first president of the American Humanist Association. He said,
“There is no God and there is no soul.” The American Humanist Manifesto reads, “As non-
theists, we begin with humans not God, nature not deity. No deity will save us; we must save
ourselves.” The “man-centeredness” of humanism lends to self-centeredness, selfishness and
self-preservation. “What’s in it for me,” becomes the cry. Youngsters are taught to look out for
‘number one” -- namely themselves. In contrast the apostle Paul wrote, “Look not every man
on his own things, but every man also on the things of others” (Phil. 2:4).
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Total academic freedom: Humanists believe that children should have the right to
read anything under the guise of academic free-- anything, that is, except the Bible. Speaking
of God and the Bible a humanist said, “It is immoral to indoctrinate children with such beliefs.”
In his book The Battle for the Mind, Dr. Tim LaHaye wrote, “Academic freedom in public
education only means freedom to teach humanism.”

Total sexual freedom: “Our children are going straight from babyhood to puberty as full
sexual beings with no intermission. The eroticization of childhood is become a fact of life in
modern society.” This is a quote from psychologist Dr. SAm Jones in an issue of The Los
Angeles Times. He calls our age of sexual freedom the “death of innocence.” Humanist
thinkers want to “liberate” our children from sexual inhibitions.

In the October 22, 1981 edition of The Fort Wayne News Sentinel, Nancy Henry wrote:

The husksters for sex education will try to sell you the program by promising
that it will prevent promiscuity, venereal disease and illegitimacy . . . The facts
tell us a totally different story. Denmark, only one of several nations that make
sex education compulsory in their public schools, mandated its own program

in 1970. What were the results after years of sex indoctrination? The following
statistics speaks for themselves:

Assault rape increased by 300 percent.
VD in persons over 20, up 250 percent.
VD in persons 16 to 20, up 250 percent.
VD in persons 15 and under, sup 440 percent
Abortions, up 500 percent.
lllegitimate pregnancies, up 200 percent.
Divorce rate, up 200 percent.
Birthrate lowest in recorded history -- not
replacing population.
(Source: 1977 Year Book of Denmark)

These same appalling figures hold true for Norway, Sweden and Japan. In Sweden, a
group of doctors alarmed over the growing chaos and disorder in their nation, have petitioned
the king to abolish compulsory sex education from the school system as being destructive to
family life and moral stability of young people. (But things have not changed over these many
decades.)

Can anyone, faced with these facts, argue that there is not a correlation between sex
education and rising immorality? The experience of these countries with sex education is
strong evidence to the contrary. And the United States has proven the same kind of results.

Many humanistic sex education programs are nothing more than pornography! The
answer to all of this as far as your children are concerned is to avoid humanistic training. True
Bible-centered schools and churches, plus the all important influence of a godly family, are the
best possible options for the next generation. -- Christian School Comment



